S5020

in our skies, such as ensuring that un-
manned aerial vehicles don’t interfere
with emergency response and improv-
ing mental health screening for pilots.
It includes a number of consumer pro-
tection provisions, too, such as refunds
for lost or delayed baggage and im-
provements to travel for disabled pas-
sengers and parents with small chil-
dren.

I especially thank Senator THUNE for
guiding this critical bill through the
legislative process and for his work to
include even more security provisions
to keep Americans safe.

Every Senator should support this
bill today so we can send it to the
President’s desk immediately. With co-
operation now, we can finish our work
on these critical bills. With continued
cooperation in the coming days, we
will be able to finish our work on other
important legislation as well.

For instance, yesterday we voted to
go to conference on the Energy Policy
Modernization Act, which represents
the first broad energy legislation to
pass the Senate since the Bush admin-
istration. By updating and reforming
our energy policies and infrastructure,
this bill can help Americans save more
energy, produce more energy, and pay
less for energy.

This much needed legislation
wouldn’t have been possible without
the resilient efforts of the Energy Com-
mittee chair, Senator MURKOWSKI, and
the ranking member, Senator CANT-
WELL, to move it forward. I am pleased
the Senate took the next step to ad-
vance this bill, and I hope we can ar-
rive at a final agreement in the near
future.

Unfortunately, there are areas where
our colleagues have blocked critical
progress on issues such as Zika control
funding and support for our veterans.
Here was the headline in a newspaper
this week: ‘‘Reid: Senate Dems will
block Zika funding again.” ‘‘[W]hich
means,” the article explained, ‘‘there
will be no further avenues to pass a
funding bill to combat Zika for the rest
of the summer.”

Democrats used to say Zika was an
imminent threat. Now they are threat-
ening to extend the filibuster of the
funding we need to fight Zika and pro-
tect women’s health. Why? It seems
clear enough. They think dysfunction
works well for them politically, so they
are trying to manufacture some re-
gardless of who gets hurt in the proc-
ess. They have tried to muddy the issue
with extraneous arguments and half-
truths, but they just don’t stand up to
serious scrutiny.

Let us examine a few of the things
they have said about this compromise
conference report. Our Democratic
friends pretend it would underfund
Zika. Actually, it contains the exact
$1.1 billion funding they just voted for
last month.

Democrats pretend it contains par-
tisan offsets. Actually, the offsets have
bipartisan buy-in. Two of the three off-
sets have explicit bipartisan support.
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The third takes unspent money that
was set aside for health care in the ter-
ritories but cannot be used and actu-
ally uses those funds for—get this—
health care in the territories.

Democrats pretend the compromise
conference report would weaken clean
water protections. Actually, it tempo-
rarily—just temporarily—waives a du-
plicative paperwork provision that
Democrats themselves call ‘‘unneces-
sary for the protection of our environ-
ment” and a ‘“‘waste of taxpayer dol-
lars.” This temporary provision would
only apply to pesticides already ap-
proved—already approved—by the EPA,
and it represents the only real way to
commence with the kind of anti-mos-
quito efforts we need—efforts the EPA
Administrator herself assures us are
not only safe but ‘‘perhaps the most
important tool we can use right now”’—
as the vaccine takes a period of time to
develop.

Democrats also pretend the com-
promise conference report would pro-
hibit funding or deny access for birth
control. Actually, it provides more re-
sources for health care, including pre-
ventive care, than the Zika bill Demo-
crats voted for just last month. This
compromise bill directs those health
care dollars to the very places you
would expect, such as hospitals, public
health departments, community health
centers, and Medicaid.

Democrats are now upset because a
political supporter doesn’t get a special
carve-out, so they are demanding an
earmark for this partisan group as the
cost of ending their attack on women’s
health and their blockade of anti-Zika
funding. Of course, Democrats would
like us all to ignore the fact that the
very same partisan campaign organiza-
tion would not have been able to access
these Medicaid funds in the President’s
Zika request either.

So it is hard to decide which of these
excuses is the most disingenuous.
Maybe it is the false claim this bill
cuts funding for veterans. It actually
increases veterans funding to record
levels, by the way. Just as Democrats
are pushing a partisan proposal to pro-
vide political cover on Zika, it actually
would leave veterans funding behind.

So, look, I think we get this. Demo-
crats have a partisan interest in block-
ing critical anti-Zika funding. That is
what is going on here, but Americans
are asking them to please just put poli-
tics aside for once and think of the na-
tional interest. Does anyone—anyone—
seriously believe pregnant mothers
care about manufactured squabbles
over offsets and earmarks and duplica-
tive paperwork? They want Wash-
ington to kill mosquitoes and they
want them to do it now. They want to
see a vaccine developed—and quickly.
They want to see their unborn babies
protected from a devastating virus that
can have lifetime consequences. What
they do not want to see, what they are
not interested in observing, is one
more manufactured partisan excuse
from our colleagues over here on the
other side.

July 13, 2016

To quote the top Democrat on the
Committee on Appropriations, ‘‘Mos-
quitoes don’t care about the budget
process.”” She is right.

The time for games is over. This is
our chance to pass anti-Zika funding,
and there is only one way to do it. Vote
yes on the compromise Zika control
and veterans conference report before
us and send it on down to the Presi-
dent.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader is recognized.

——————

LEGISLATION BEFORE THE SEN-
ATE AND JUDICIAL NOMINA-
TIONS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the Repub-
lican leader celebrates the opioid legis-
lation and the FAA bill, but both are
missed opportunities. There is no fund-
ing in the opioid bill. There were edi-
torials all over the country yesterday
about that. I read here on the Senate
floor, it is in the RECORD, about The
New York Times saying it was really
wrong to try to claim credit for doing
something on opioids when there is no
money to do it.

The FAA bill—I will talk about that
in a little more detail in a little bit—
is another missed opportunity to do
what is right to help, to help the Re-
publican leader keep his word.

CARA, the opioid legislation, has no
real funding to solve the real problem.

Over the last week, Democrats have
exhausted every avenue to try and
work with Republicans on a Zika fund-
ing measure. Democrats had the audac-
ity to expect the Republican leader to
live up to his promise in April of bipar-
tisan work on Zika. This is what the
Republican leader said in April:

We all are very much aware that this is a
serious crisis. We’ll be working with the ad-
ministration, with Democrats.

But his actions, especially over the
last couple of weeks, clearly illustrate
that he was never really interested in a
bipartisan solution. For example, the
President offered a meeting with Sen-
ator MCCONNELL, Speaker RYAN, Sec-
retary Burwell, and Director of OMB
Shaun Donovan, to work on the Zika
crisis. The Speaker and the Republican
leader refused that meeting. We offered
to reintroduce the Senate’s bipartisan
Zika compromise from what we sent to
the House. We would do it again as a
freestanding bill. That bill had 89
votes. Eighty-nine Senators voted for
it.

We have offered Republicans legiti-
mate compromises in the hopes they
would join us at the negotiating table,
but it is clear that they don’t want to
stay in DC. They want to rush to Cleve-
land and wave the flag for Donald
Trump. That is why they are imposing
imaginary deadlines on Zika legisla-
tion.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-10-26T02:14:15-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




